
ESRM 335: The Beach 
Syllabus for Spring 2018 

Monday and Wednesday 12:00-1:15 

Bell Tower 1642 

 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Email Office Location & Hours 
Dr. Kiki Patsch kiki.patsch@csuci.edu BTW 1191 

Tuesday/Thursday 10-11  
or by appointment 

General Information 

Three hours of lecture per week. 

The Beach is an interdisciplinary course that explores the sociocultural importance of 
sandy beaches in southern California and analyzes the interaction of natural and human 
systems in the coastal zone. The course explores the physical and biological aspects of 
California’s beaches, examines anthropogenic stressors on the ecosystem, integrates 
diverse perspectives on California’s beach culture and society, and focuses on issues 
pertaining to coastal development and sustainability.  

Graded: Letter Grade 

GenEd: B2, D, UDIGE 

Learning Outcomes 
1. Identify current environmental and social issues concerning California’s beaches. 
2. Relate the physical and biological characteristics of the beach environment to challenges in 

managing this natural resource. 
3. Express and understanding of the course material and communicate effectively in various 

written forms. Course Materials 

Texts 
Introduction to California’s Beaches and Coast by Gary Griggs  

The Last Beach by Orrin H. Pilkey and J. Andrew G. Cooper  

The Edge: The Pressured Past and Precarious Future of California's Coast by Kim 
Steinhardt and Gary Griggs  
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Course Schedule: NOTE- All dates and assignments are subject to change with notice. It 
is your responsibility to stay up-to-date on assignment deadlines. Changes will be posted 
as announcements on canvas, or discussed in class.  

Week Topic Reading/Watching Assignment 

01/22/18 Introduction to the Beach Introduction to California’s Beaches and 
Coast  

Introduction pp 1-7 and Chapter 5 pgs. 139-
190 

 

01/24/18 Beaches of the World   

01/29/18 Valuing the Beach Ecosystem 

Understanding the Beach 

Introduction to California’s Beaches and 
Coast  

Chapter 4 pgs. 101-128  

Video: Damnation 

 

01/31/18 Guest Lecture: Heather Castillo 

Information about Arts Under the Stars 
Project 

Introduction to California’s Beaches and 
Coast 

Chapter 2 pgs. 53-74 

 

02/05/18 Physical science of the beach Introduction to California’s Beaches and 
Coasts 

Chapter 7 pgs. 225-264 

 

02/07/18 Sandy Beach Ecosystem: Guest Lecture by 
Dr. Clare Steele 

  

02/12/18 Library Session with Dr. Harris  Broome 2480 5 fun facts 
about your 
beach 

02/14/18 Guest Lecture Paul Jenkins The Edge 
Foreword, Intro and  
Chapters 1-3 
Video: Riding Giants 
 

Last Day to 
publish your 
first Blog Post 

02/19/18 Guest Lecture David Pu’u The Edge 
Chapter 4: Moss Landing 
 

 

02/21/18 Guest Lecture by Javier Gonzalez The Edge 
Chapter 5: Monterey Bay  
Video: Whitewashed 
 

 

02/26/18 Guest Lecture by Heather Castillo The Edge 

Chapter 6: Lost Neighborhoods 

 

02/28/18 Beach Culture The Edge 

Chapter 8: The sea otter story 

Video: Dogtown and the Z-Boys 

 

03/05/18 Beach Culture: Recreational Activities The Edge 

Chapter 11 Searching for the Coast 

Outline Due 

03/07/18 Guest Lecturer: Colin Simon   
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Week Topic Reading/Watching Assignment 

03/12/18 Physical Beach Processes The Edge 

Chapter 14: Protecting the Coast and A Final 
Word 

 

03/14/18 Midterm Exam   

03/19/18 Spring Break: No Class   

03/21/18 Spring Break: No Class   

03/26/18 Threats to the beach:  

Sea Level Rise 

Introduction to California’s Beaches and 
Coasts 

Chapter 3: Sea level changes 

The Last Beach Chapter 1 

 

03/28/18 Threats to the beach: 

Sand Mining 

The Last Beach Chapter 2 

Video: Sand Wars 

Last day to 
publish your 
second blog post 

04/02/18 Threats to the beach: 

Engineering Structures 

The Last Beach Chapters 3  

04/04/18 Beach Nourishment and  

Soft Structures 

The Last Beach Chapter 4 

Video: Shored UP 

 

04/09/18 Threats to the beach: 

Trash 

The Last Beach Chapter 5 Due: Draft of 
paper 

04/11/18 Threats to the beach: 

Tar balls and Oil Spills 

The Last Beach Chapter 6 

Video: Coastal Clash 

 

04/16/18 Threats to the beach: 

Beach Driving and Pollution 

The Last Beach Chapter 8  

04/18/18 The International Dimension The Last Beach Chapter 9  

04/23/18 The end is here The Last Beach Chapter 10  

04/25/18 Conclusion/Review Video: Plastic Paradise  

04/30/18 Presentations   

05/02/18 Presentations   

05/04/18 Arts Under the Stars   

05/07/18 Presentations   

05/09/18 Presentations  Due: Paper 

Last day to 
publish your 3rd 
blog post 
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Exam Schedule 

Date Subject 

03/14/18 Midterm 

05/14/18 10:30-12:30 Final Exam 

Grading 

Letter Grade Breakdown 

 

Grading Weights  

Midterm  20% 

Paper/Presentation 25% 

Blog and Discussion 20% 

Arts Under the Stars Assignment 10% 

Final 20% 
 

Midterm and Final: Midterm and final will cover material discussed in class, in readings, 
and in documentaries. They will be a combination of multiple choice, true/false, short 
answer, and essay. 

Blog and Discussion: Over the course of the semester you are required to visit 3 
different beaches and write a 350-750 word blog post reflecting on EACH beach. You 
MUST include pictures and provide a thoughtful discussion of each beach. You MUST use 
different lens for each beach/blog post. Example lenses:  psychological, economic, 
political, educational, environmental, musical, spiritual, cultural, ethnic, literary, 
artistic, biological, business-oriented, international, multicultural, community-
oriented, cinematic, intellectual, emotional, familial, etc. 
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Example topics: erosion or accretion, geology, beaches as a storm buffer, king tides, el 
nino, sand supply, dam removal, waves and tides, dunes at habitat, duens as a storm 
buffer, using drones to monitor coastal change, health and well-being benefits of the 
beach and ocean, oil spills, coastal development, coastal access, ecology (fish, 
invertebrates, birds, marine mammals, lagoons, pollution, water quality), the coastal 
act, the coastal commission, stakeholder interests, wetland restoration, barrier beach 
breaching, trash, pollution, grooming, surfing, paddle boarding, kite surfing, beach 
fishing, family traditions, tide pooling, bouldering, rip tides, life guards, marine 
protected areas, sand mining, port activities, recreational harbors, kayaking, estuaries, 
sea stars, red tides, shoreline armoring, population growth, music, dance, culture, socio-
economics, art, etc. I want to see you critically thinking about your environment, the 
beach ecosystem, and the interconnected nature of geology/physical processes, ecology, 
recreation and tourism, culture, and health and wellbeing that all comes together along 
the coasts. You are also required to comment on at least 5 blog posts made by other 
students in the class, and respond to questions/comments made to your posts. Our 
website is http://thebeach.kikipatsch.cikeys.com/. To add your blog entries you will go 
to: http://thebeach.kikipatsch.cikeys.com/wp-adminYou can watch an instructional 
video on how to post using wordpress here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f9cjpp6bfrQ   

Username: CI-login first.lastxxx example: emily.welsh712 

Password: ilovethebeach!  (no capitals). You can change your password after your first 
login. 

You may also substitute a blog post with a video interview with a person of your choice 
discussing how they value the beach, or the beach’s influence on their area of expertise. 
This video may be used in my Beaches on the Edge website where I am working with 
other CI faculty to document the importance of California’s beaches and our need to 
protect and preserve them for a variety of different reasons. I would love to hear from 
anthropologists, artists, dancers, musicians, ecologists, biologists, coastal planners and 
managers, beach home owners, surfers, tourists, bird watchers, lifeguards, etc on they 
personally value the beach and the role the beach has played in their life. Each video 
must be between 5 and 10 minutes long and may be edited for clarity. Please be sure the 
audio and visual quality of the video is appropriate for web publication. Each interviewee 
must sign a waiver. You will not get credit for interviews that do not also have a waiver.  

Arts under the Stars: this semester we will be working with Performing Arts on a piece 
for Arts under the Stars titled The California Coast: In Memoriam. Our piece will take a 
critical look at the consequences of both current and proposed practices and policies on 
offshore oil drilling off the coast of California. Drawing upon qualitative and quantitative 
data, we will engage in an imaginative exploration that evokes empathy for the losses 
incurred by unfettered exploration of a finite resource. This project emerges from 
scholarly and creative collaborations on the multiple disciplinary lenses through which 
the sandy beach environment can be perceived and valued. Students in ESRM 335 (The 
Beach) and ENGL 330 (Interdisciplinary Writing) will participate. More on this to come. 
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Paper and Presentation: At the beginning of the semester, you will sign up in pairs to 
research an international beach, which will be the topic of a paper and presentation. 
Throughout the semester, you will have assignments due to make sure you stay on track 
(fun facts, library visit, outline, and peer-review). Each of these assignments will 
contribute to your overall grade. We will go over technical writing and doing quality 
research at our library visit. Your paper is due on the last day of class. It will be 
submitted through the turn-it-in app on CI Learn as well as in hard copy form. The paper 
must be 3,000 to 4,000 words (not counting the cover page, figure captions, or 
references), include at least 2 cited peer-reviewed journal articles, follow standards 
for Journal of Ecology or MLA, and include pictures. You must have sections clearly 
labeled and include at least a cover page, introduction, conclusion, and reference 
section your paper. Please refer to the writing tutorials found at: 
http://esrm.zone/writing-tutorials/ for help with the formatting of your paper.   

You may choose to focus your paper on the topic of your choice relevant to your beach 
including: tourism and recreation, cultural history and significance, physical processes, or 
ecological issues and include discussions relevant to your topic such as economics, 
invasive species, endangered species, coastal erosion, sea cliff erosion, dunes, habitat, 
music, art, waves, tides, industry, environmental issues, sustainability, development, 
coastal armoring, oil spills, sand mining, sea level rise, trash, health and well-being, 
psychology, fashion, politics, access, social justice etc. You should begin by doing a 
general literature search on your beach and then decide how you want to focus your 
paper. Bring in your own interests and background so the paper is interesting to you. Your 
paper should be focused on a particular aspect of your beach and how it relates or 
connects to the beach ecosystem as a whole. We will discuss this further in class and 
answer any questions you may have. At the end of the semester, you will present your 
work to the class in a 10 minute presentation so the class can learn about issues 
pertaining to beaches around the world.  
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Additional Information and Resources 

Class Policies 
An atmosphere of respect will be maintained at all times. Respect means coming to class 
prepared to give your full attention to the instruction, and behavior that does not distract other 
students from learning.  

The following class policies are in place, and your attention to them will be reflected in your 
attendance and participation score: 

  

 Be on time. Every person that comes in late causes additional disruption.  Please let me know 
if you have a schedule conflict that I need to be aware of that will cause you to be late on a 
consistent basis.   
 

 During lecture DO NOT read books, magazines, emails, or browse the internet. Laptops and 
tablets should be used ONLY for note-taking. 

 

 Turn off and put away phones for the entire class period.   
 

 All class information will be posted on CI Learn. Your Dolphin email address is the only means 
of communication between the university and you, so be sure it works and check it often.  

 
 Be prepared to take notes in class. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to get the notes 

from another student. Assignment notifications and deadlines will be discussed in class, so if 
you miss a class be sure to catch up with a friend or with me to make sure you know what 
you missed. 

 

 You can send me an email and I will respond to you as soon as possible (typically within 48 
hours DURING THE WORK WEEK). I will not respond to emails over the weekend. If you have 
concerns about the class, I will be happy to meet with you during office hours. If you can’t 
make office hours please talk to me after class or email me so we can arrange another time 
that works for both of us.   

 
o Please remember to be respectful and professional in your e-mail 

correspondence. I do not appreciate emails in the middle of the night or emails 
with language that you would not use with me in person. 
 

 Disability Statement 
If you are a student with a disability requesting reasonable accommodations in this course, 
please visit Disability Accommodations and Support Services (DASS) located on the second 
floor of Arroyo Hall, or call 805-437-3331. All requests for reasonable accommodations require 
registration with DASS in advance of need. You can apply for DASS services here. Faculty, 
students and DASS will work together regarding classroom accommodations. You are 
encouraged to discuss approved accommodations with your faculty. 
 

Page 7 

https://www.csuci.edu/dass/students/apply-for-services.htm


 
 Academic Dishonesty  

By enrolling at CSU Channel Islands, students are responsible for upholding the University’s 
policies and the Student Conduct Code. Academic integrity and scholarship are values of the 
institution that ensure respect for the academic reputation of the University, students, faculty, 
and staff. Cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration with another student, knowingly 
furnishing false information to the University, buying, selling or stealing any material for an 
examination, or substituting for another person may be considered violations of the Student 
Conduct Code (located at http://www.csuci.edu/campuslife/student-conduct/academic-
dishonesty.htm). If a student is found responsible for committing an act of academic 
dishonesty in this course, the student will receive academic penalties including a failing grade 
on an assignment or in the course, and a disciplinary referral will be made and submitted to 
the Student Conduct & Community Responsibility office. For additional information, please 
see the faculty Academic Senate Policy on Academic Dishonesty, also in the CI Catalog. Please 
ask about my expectations regarding academic dishonesty in this course if they are unclear. 
If you need help to distinguish the difference between collaboration and plagiarism this may 
help:  http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/unauthorizedcollaboration.pdf 
 

 Campus Tutoring Services  
You are encouraged to make regular use of campus tutors and/or peer study groups, beginning 
in the second week of the semester. For campus tutoring locations, subjects and hours, go 
to: http://go.csuci.edu/tutoring. 
 

 Civil Discourse Statement 
All students, staff and faculty on our campus are expected to join in making our campus a safe 
space for communication and civil discourse. In 2016, CI faculty (through the Academic Senate) 
voted to approve Resolution SR 16-01 titled, “Commitment to Equity, Inclusion, and Civil 
Discourse within our Diverse Campus Community.” If you are experiencing discomfort related 
to the language you are hearing or seeing on campus (in or out of classes), please talk with a 
trusted faculty or staff member. Similarly, please consider whether the language that you are 
using (in person or on canvas) respects the rights of others to “engage in informed discourse 
and express a diversity of opinions freely and in a civil manner.” 
  

 Emergency Intervention and Basic Needs Statement   
As CI’s website points out, “a recent study commissioned by the CSU Chancellor’s Office shows 
that nearly 25 percent of CSU students either regularly skip meals for financial reasons or lack 
access to toiletries and sufficiently nutritious food options. In addition, more than 10 percent 
are displaced from their homes due to things like an unexpected loss in income or personal 
safety issues.” If you recognize yourself, or someone you know from this description, please 
know that there are resources on campus to help, including the Dolphin Food Pantry for 
students which offers free food, toiletries and basic necessities. The Dolphin Pantry is currently 

Page 8 

http://www.csuci.edu/campuslife/student-conduct/academic-dishonesty.htm
http://www.csuci.edu/campuslife/student-conduct/academic-dishonesty.htm
https://senate.csuci.edu/policies/2013-2014/sp-13-06-policy-on-academic-dishonesty-rev-oct2016.pdf
http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/unauthorizedcollaboration.pdf
http://go.csuci.edu/tutoring
https://senate.csuci.edu/resolutions/2016-2017/sr-16-01-resolution-on-commitment-to-equity-inclusion-civil-discourse-at-ci.pdf


located in Arroyo Hall, Room 117 and is open Monday – Friday 8:30 – 4:30 (please check the 
website below for updates). 

 Emergency housing and funds are also available.  More information on these, and other 
services available at CSUCI can be found at: https://www.csuci.edu/basicneeds/ 

  

Writing/Service Learning/Technology Assistant 

Dakota-Rose Whearley 
Office: Ojai Hall 1938 
Email: dakota-rose.whearley204@myci.csuci.edu 
 
Hours: 
Monday 12-2:30 
Tuesday 1-2:30 
Wednesday: 9-11 and 12-5 
Thursday: 12-4:30 
Friday 9-10:30 
 
  

Writing and Multiliteracy Center (WMC):   
Location:  Broome Library, 2nd Floor, Room 2675   

In addition to our class writing tutor/service learning coordinator, the Writing and Multiliteracy 
Center (WMC) provides all CI students with FREE support services and programs that help them 
become more effective writers and communicators.  Peer writing consultants help students at 
any stage of the composition process in any discipline.  Students are also welcome to bring in 
other types of non-academic work such as resumes, letters of application, and personal 
statements.  Our online writing consultants will also work with you if you don’t live on campus or 
if you have trouble physically getting to our Center.  Speaking groups help students who want to 
talk about or wish to learn new skills in speaking in academic contexts, whether it's oral 
presentations, in-class discussions, or talking with professors during office hours.  To make an 
appointment to see a consultant or learn more, visit us at http://www.csuci.edu/wmc. You can 
also go directly to the Center or call (805) 437-8934. 

I have read and thoroughly understand the expectations set forth by my instructor for ESRM 335 
The Beach in the Syllabus. I have read and understand the assignments and exams that will be 
graded and the due dates. Not following the directions set forth in the syllabus is my own 
responsibility and may result in a lower grade. 
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I have completely read the syllabus for ESRM 335: The Beach and 
understand what is expected of me to succeed in this course and 
the resources that are available to me at CSUCI. I understand the 
code of ethics and honesty set forth by my university and my 
instructor and understand the consequences of violating these 
policies.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________Print Name 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________Signature 

 

 

 

 

________________ Date 
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